
12 Book Cover
Design Secrets

Avoid Centering

Thumbnail First

Match Genre Expectations

Font is 50% of Design

Text Hierarchy Matters

Colors Have Mood

When people browse online retailers like Amazon or Audible, they see hundreds of tiny
book covers at once—often just 100 pixels wide. If your design only looks good full-

size, you’re losing potential readers. Zoom out and ask: Can I read the title at
thumbnail size? Does the main image or mood come through quickly? Focus on clarity,

contrast, and simplicity over fine details.
Pro Trick: View your design at 25% zoom to test thumbnail readability.

Centering everything might seem safe, but it creates visual stagnation. Professional
designers use intentional alignment to guide the reader’s eye. Try left-aligning your

title, or offsetting a main image to create visual movement and tension.
Example: Thrillers often use off-center layouts to create dynamic tension and mood.

Every genre has visual codes your audience expects. Romance covers use soft
lighting and flowing type. Sci-fi favors bold typefaces and tech textures. If your

cover doesn’t “speak the language,” readers may scroll right past—even if your
story is perfect.

Pro Tip: Study the top 20 covers in your genre to see what patterns emerge.

The right font sets the tone of your entire book. A whimsical handwritten font
won't work for a thriller. Choose fonts that match your genre and avoid freebies

that look dated or overused.
Pro Tip: Stick to two fonts max and vary size, weight, or spacing for visual contrast.

Your title should be the star—not in a fight with the author name or subtitle. Use size,
position, and style to create a clear reading order:

Title → Subtitle → Author Name
Common Mistake: Making your name bigger than the title (unless you’re famous!).

Colors carry emotional weight. Warm golds can feel hopeful. Deep
blues may feel solemn or mysterious. Pick a palette that amplifies

your story’s tone.
Example: A summer romance might use peach, coral, and turquoise;

a mystery might lean into shadows and desaturated blues.



12 Book Cover
Design Secrets

Avoid Trends that Don’t Fit

Mind the Margins

Don’t Overdo Elements

Use Professional Mockups

Get Honest Feedback

A Cover’s Job is to 
Get the Click.

Many DIY covers crowd the edges. But professional designs breathe. Add plenty of
whitespace so your elements don’t feel cramped. This also ensures text doesn’t get

cut off during printing.
Guideline: Leave at least 0.25" between text and edges on a 6x9" book.

Trendy doesn’t always mean right. A glitch effect might look cool, but it doesn’t
belong on a Victorian-era novel. Timeless and appropriate usually beats trendy.

Example: Minimalist designs work well for literary fiction, but not for epic fantasy.
Example: Thrillers often use off-center layouts to create dynamic tension and mood.

Trying to show everything confuses the viewer. Pick one strong symbol or focal
scene that captures the emotional hook.

Pro Insight: A single red umbrella says more than 12 objects from chapter one.

Don’t just post a flat image of your book online. Use realistic 3D mockups to
boost credibility and show your book in the real world—on a shelf, in

someone’s hand, or next to a coffee cup.
Tools to Try: BookBrush, SmartMockups, or PSD templates on Creative Market.

Don't rely on friends or family alone. Ask for opinions in genre-specific groups or
forums where readers understand the visual language. Honest feedback improves

clarity and effectiveness.
Tip: Facebook groups and Reddit subs like r/DesignCritiques are goldmines.

Your book cover’s mission isn't to summarize—it’s to entice. Make
someone curious enough to click. Once they do, your blurb and

sample can seal the deal.
Golden Rule: Covers don’t sell books. They sell the first click.


